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HAVENS | Clayton, N.Y.

On the St. Lawrence and on the Way Back

By C. J.HUGHES

0ZENS of small towns in upstate New
Yark slid into languorous decling tn
the 1970's as if they were so many
burnt-our fock stars, So ir went in
Clayton, which nudges the St Lawrence
River, where businesses shut, houses grew
shabby and the streets fell eerily quiet, long-
time residents say, ns vacationers deserted
the town.

_The region’s low paint may have come in
Tine 1975, when an ofl barge crashed and
spilled 300,000 gailons of il into the river.
{Waier-skilng, anyone?)

“Yet, decades later, the locals can faugh
dbout 1t Earlier this summer, year-round
residents and, parhaps more important, sec-
ond-home owners, packed the Clayton
Opera House and gook in “The Slick of '76: A
Musieal Catastrophe,” a satirical play about
the spill.
~ Yes, part-time residents are returning o
Clayton, & small town along Mew York
State's border with Canada, with the Thou-
dand Islands fagned across its frent yard.
-4 decade ago, the town was rundown and
desnlate, like the dying-ous of an era,” sald
Kathy Danielson, a 14-year resident who In
July opened the Lyric Ceffes Shop in a for-
mer vaudevilie theater. "Now it's. growing
again, but this time it's nat just tourists,”
- Dutsiders are rediscovering fixer-upper
dairy farms whose pastures roll 1o the riv-
er's edge, Tni the villege, they are finding
welk-kept 19th-censery and early-20th-centu-
¥ houses that gild a compact grid of streets.
_Just blacks away, cafes, chease shaps and
wine stores have moved into old brick store-
fronts that, having weathered the down-at-
th&-heels dnys of the late 30th century, are
nnw listed an the Mational Register of His-
taric Places. Perbaps most noticeable Is
thar the St Lawrence is ¢legn and a flurry of
fijition, as salibeats, motorboats, kayaks
and cances slalom amid the river's peach-
colored rocks.
“*This is easily the Venica of North Amer-
fca; because you travel by boat the way oth-
ers would travel by car,” said David Man-
(s, a finzncial adviser from Talizhasses,
Flix,, who lives In Claytaon from June to Sep-
tember.

™Mr. Mostrols's  1,400-square-foor farm-
house, built [n 1830, has three bedrooms and
one and a half bathrooms and sits on nlne
ddtes, Mr. Montrois pald §150,000 for it in
1995, though he saiys ke has put ai least that
much imo repavatons, including o doek,
where he keeps a runabout, a8 Jet-Skl, a
houseboat and a skiff, 1 can hop in cthe galf
cart, buzz down to the dock,” he said, “and
be in Ontario [or lunch.”

A passion for boats suffuses many Clay-
tan residents, like Lawrence Trumpore, a
mannfarmurar nf industrial rubber oroducts
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ONTHE WATER The St. Lawrence River off Clayton, N.Y., is clean again and a big attraction for kayakers, powerboaters and canosists.

he nnd his wife, Loretta, lived on one of their
boats In a Clayton marina. But needing a
residence that was easier to enter and exi,
they declded 10 mave to a place on land. In
2003, they beught a 1,400-square-foos river-
side ranch-style house, with two bedrooms
and two bathrooms, baoilt in 1988, for

"$268,000,

Claytan Is appealing, he said, because the
year-rounders accepr the parn-timers, even
if the Incame gaps herween the two can be
large. “MNobody here ever Ipoks at you bike
you're some kind of a snob,” Mr, Trumpare
said. “1t's fun and casual”

The Scene .

In the late 1800’5, class distinctions were

more pronounced, when the chief executives
of the day came to Clayton on Mew York
Central zraing, but only to catch steamships
baund for their private islands. That train
ternilnal today has been trapsformed into
the breezy Frink Park, which has a weekly
farmer's marker Another gathering spot Is
the recently renovated Antique Boat Mu-
seum, which plays host throughout the sum-
mer 10 regatias and boat-building classes.

And back a: the Dpera House, an interior
rengvation will give the building, whlch
opened in 1904, air-condidoning, new seats
and gther improvements.

Down the street, the Riverside Cafe has a
full menu served on a wide deck that has up-
clase views of the enormous boats that plad
oward the Grear Lakes weighted down with

andria Bay, Route 12, is a throwback ta an
earlier era, with faded billboards that ad-
vertise minigolf courses, drive-in maovie
theaters and fish-fries.

The Real Estate Market

Real estate brokers say the Clayton mar-
ket extends east and west along the St. Law-
rence River berween Cape Vincent and Al-
exandrin Bay. The most sought-after
homes, brakers say, are early-20ch-century
cottages, thoge peclte fixer-uppers that walt
shiyly on the river, Inthe last few yeors, peo-
ple have bought them as secand homes, add-
Ing new ronfs, kitchens and bathrooms, said
Cathy Garlock of Garlock Reelty in Alexan-
dria Bay, They have also winterized them so
they can live in them for six months a year
ar more.

“Then [t's back to Florida or Arizana for
the other stx months,” Ms, Gariock said.

These «cottages, which cost  around
$400,000, are found on the purskirts of town,
zlong Quebec Hecod to the east or, to the
west, Bartlett Point, which faces French

Bay. Last year, a 6B4-square-foot pne-story
cottage, built in 1830, with two bedrooms
and 210 feet of river fremtage sold for
$240,000 after being listed for $299,990.

Newer waterfront houses can be found on
Washington Isiand — connected to Clayton
by a bridge — where a 1,500-square-foot
past-and-beam hause built in the 1880°s, with
two bedrooms, twe bathrooms and a dock
with room for a pair of Adlrondack chalrs,
might cost $750,040, the brokers say.

Also desirable are houses built around
1900 on the river's other islands, There are
pracisely 1,865 islands, according to Trudy
Gagnon, & clerk at Hawn Memorial Library
in Clayton,

Baroque in detail — with servants’ quar-
ters, lookout towers and spacious boat-
houses — these compaunds are rarely on the
market. When they are, thaugh, they can
easily command more than $1 million. Ear-
Her this summer, a 5800-square-font Shin-
gle-style house bullt in 1880, with nine bed-

_roams and four bathrooms and situated on

Sport Island, in Alexandria Bay, was Histed
at $1.8 mlitlon.

LAY OF THE LAND

POPULATION 4,817 year raund; up to
13,004 In1 the warmer months,

5|ZE 82, square miles,

LocaTiaN In the Thousand 1stands re-
gion in Mew York, about 340 miles
aorthwest of New York City and 160
miles scuthwest of Montreal.

WHO'S BUYING Boat aliclonadas, scuba
divers and sport fishermen from Syr-
acusa, Rochester and Buffalo, as well
as Mew Jersey and Florida.

GETTING THERE Interstate Bl to EXit 47,
then northwest an Route 12

WHILE YOU'RE LOOHING A papular salad
dressing made its public debut at the
Herald Hotel, now called the Thou-
sand [slands ne, beilt in 1857 (335
Riverside Drive, B00-344-4241 ; www
.1000-is]ands.com), The inn, which is
open only 19 weeks a year, offers 13
rooms starting at §85 a night.

Houses that have already been winte
ized, meanwhile, are found in town, an
change hands more often, since they aren
on the water, brokers say. 5till, a buye
who's willlng to strap a kayak to the roof ¢
her car and drive a faw minutes to the rive
can buy a two-stary Italianate, Arts an
Crat1s or Queen Anne, with three bedroom.
two baths and a decent yard, for less tha
3200,000. .

With limited supply and continulng di
mand, prices throughout tawn have risen ]
percent & year In each of the fast three yea:
after belng stagnant for more than a de
ade, said Lisa Johnson, an apent with NN
Homes in nearby Wateriown.

Second-home buyers, who make up 20 pe
cent of the market (and that figure is b
creastng), are behind a loc of the rise |
prices, she sajd. Dremand i3 algo comic
rom families that are moving to Clayton |
he near soldiers who are stationed at Fo
Drum, a milltary base In Watertown.

“Clayton hes been working really hard -
make things look better,” Ms. Johnson sai
“The eoptinued demand is a result.”

THREE FOR SALE

Seeking a Kayak Lifestyle Among 1,865 Islands
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% .. State’s horder with Cauada, ‘with the Thou-

sand Islands fanned acrass its (roat yard,

+ 3 decate ago, the wwn was rundewn and
desalate, like the dying-out of an era,” said
Kathy Danietson, a L4-year resident who in
Juty opened the Lyric Cotfee Shop in & fosr-
mer vatdeville theater. “Now ir's growing
agaln, but this ime it's nat just tourists.”

. Ousiders are rediscovering lixer-upper
daii—y‘farms whose pastures rolf to the riv-
er's edge. In the village, they are finding
well-kept 18th-century and early-20th-centu-
ry houses 1hat gild a compact grid af streets.

Just blocks away, cafes, cheese shops and
wina stores have moved ineo ald brick stara-
fronts that, having wenthered the down-at-
the-heels days of the late 20th century, are
ngw listed on the Natlonal Register of His-
1oric Places. Parheps most noticeabie is
that the St. Lawrence is ciecn and a flurry of
fption, as sailboats, mororboats, kayaks

and cances slalom amid the 'rider's peach- -

¢olored rocks.

“*This is easily the Vemce [e14 Nunh Amer:
ica, because you travel hy hoat the way oth-
ers “would iravel by car, * sild David Mon-
frois, a financia! adviser from Tollshassee;
Fla., who lives |n Clayion {rom June to Sep-
temher. :

"M Maontrois's l -ml}-square-fout farm-
house, builtin 1830, has threa bedrooms and
pne’and a helf bathrooms and sits on nine
acres. Mr. Montrais gaid $136,008 for i1 in
1998, though he says he has put a feast thag
much into renovations, Including a dock,
where he Xeeps a runabout, & Jet-5ki, a
housebaar and a skiff, *[ can hop in the golf
cart, buzz down to the dock,” he sald, “and
be in Dntarie for junch.”

A passion {or beats suffuses many Clay-
on residents, like Lawrence Trumpore, a
manufactsrer of industrial rubbear produces
from Hope, N.J, who spends weekends in
Clayton. All the hoats in his extensive eal.
fection are antiques with mahogany hulls,

_Far eight summers, Mg, Trempore said,
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he and bis wh’e, Loretta, ived on one of their
boats in a Clayton marina. But needing a
residence that was easier to enter and axit,
they decided to move to a place an land. In
2403, they bought 2 §400-square-foot river-
side ranch-siyle house, with two bedrooms
and two bathrooms, built in 1988, for
51269,000,

Claytaon is appezling, he said, because the
year-rounders accepi the part-timers, even
if the income gops between the two can he
large. “MNobody here ever Iooks at you like
you're some kind of a snob,” Mr, Trumpore
said. “It's fun and casual.”

The Scene

in the |ate 1800°s, class distinctians were
more pranounced, when the chief executives
of the day came to Clayion on New York
Central tralns, bug only to catch steamships
bound for their privaie islands. That train
terminal today: kus been transformed incto
the hreszy Frink Park, which has a2 weelkly
farmer's market. Another gathering spat i5
the recently renovaied Antigue Boatr Mu-
seum, which plays host throughout the sum-
mer to regartas and baat-building classes.

And back at the Opera House, an isterior
renavation will give the building, which
opened in 1904, sir-conditioning, new seats
and other improvements,

Down the streer, the Riverside Cafe has a
il meny served an a wide deck that has up-
close views of the enormaous boats that plad
toward the Grear Lakes weighted down with
coal.

Then there is the lure of the nearempry
roads, which cyclists tike for their lack of
hiils, And 12 miles to the northeast is Alex-
andria Bay, a rowdier version of Clayton
just bursting wieh rourists, lce-cream stands
and bars.

Pros

Ciaytwen's fint horizon and mirrarlike in-
lets leave It bathed in sunlight fram dawn 1o
dusk. And in the warm weather, there are
enocugh green” gneadows speckled and
flecked with purple and yellow wiidflowers
:n make this nnrihern town seem downright
ush.

Cons

The hames tend (o be clustered together,
sa anybody locking far backyard grivacy
may be disappointed. And the maln com-
mercial road that cennects Clayten (o Alex-

andria Bay, Route 12, is a throwback to an
eariler era, with faded billboards that ad-
vertise minigolf courses, drive-In movie
theaters and fish-Iries.

The Real Estate Market

Real estate brokers say the Clayton mar-
ket extends east and west nlong the St. Law-
rence River berween Cape Yingent and Al-
exnndria Bay, The most sought-after
homes, brokers say, are early-20th-century
cottages, those potite fixer-uppers that wait
shyly an the river, In the last few years, peo-
ple have boughs them as second homes, add-
ing new roofs, kitchens and bathrootns, said
Cathy Garlock of Garlock Reaisy in Alexan-
dria Bay. They have also winterized them so
they can live in them for six months & year
or more.

“Then it's back to Florida or Arizona for
the other six months,” Ms, Garlock sald,

These cottages, which cost around
$400,000, are found en the ouiskires of wown,
along Quebee Head to the east or, to the
wast, Bartlett Paint, which faces French
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ON THE WATER The St. Lawrence River off Clayton, M.Y., is clean again and a big attraction for kayakers, powerboaters and canceists.

Bay. Last year, o ﬁB4-5qunre—fDot QRe-stry
cottage, butlt in 1830, with two bedrooms
and 210 feet:of river frontage sold for
3240,000 after Leing listed for 295,959,

Newser waterfront houses can be found on
Washington Island — connected o Clayton
by a bridge — where a 1,308-sguare-foat
post-and-beam house built in the 1980°s, with
two bedrooms, two bathrooms and a dock
with room for a pair of Adirandack chairs,
might cost $750,000, the brokers say.

Alsp desirable are houses built around
1900 on the river’s othar islands, There are
precisefy 1,865 islands, according to Trudy
Cagnon, & clerk at Hawn Mernurlnl Library
in Clayton.

Barogue in decail — with servants’ quir-
ters, lookout towers and spacious boat-
houses - these.compounds are raraly on the
market. When'they are, though, they can
easily command more than $1 million, Eas-
lier this summer, a 5,500-3guare-foor Shin-
gle-style house built tn 1880, with nine bed-
reams and four bathrooms and sitpated an
Sport Island, in Alexandria Bay, was listed
at $1.8 mitlion. - .
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rooms starting at $83 a night.

Houses thaz have already been winter-
ized, meanwhile, are found s town, and
change hands more often, since they aren't
on the water, brokers say. Still, o buyer
whuo's willing to strap a kayak to the roof of
her car and drive a few minules o the river
can buy a two-story ltatianate, Arts and
Crafts or Queen Anne, with three bedrooms,
two baths and a decent yard, for less than
£200,000.

Wizh limnited supply asd continuing de-
mand, prices thraughout town have risen 15
perecng a year in each of the Jast three years
after being stagnant for more than a dec-
ade, said Lisa Johnson, an apent with NNY
Homes in nearby Watertown.

Second-home buyess, wha make up 20 per-
cent of the market (and thar flgure is in-
creaging), are behind a [oe of the rise in
prices, she sajd. Demand is alse coming
{ram families that are moving to Clayion (o
be near soldiers who are stationed at Fort
Drum, a military base in Watertown.

“*Clayton has beeh warking really hard 10
make things look betzer," Ms, Johnson said.
“The eontinted demand is o resuit"”

THREE FOR SALE

Seeking a Kayak Lifestyle Among 1,865 Islands
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WHAT 5-bedroom house
“ HOW MUCK $138.900

“This vinyl-sided 1,700-square-foat house

‘The lot is about a quarter-acre and has a
one-car garage. Agent: Walter Christen-
sen, Christensen RealtyUSA, (315)
HB6-1000; www.christensenrealty.com,

Information ont properties was supplied
by the listing contpanies.

hasg swo bathrooms and an enclased porch.

WHAT 2-bedroam housa
HOW MUCH 5235,000

This seasanal 576-square-faot cottage,
with one bath and 50 {zet of river frontage,
was built ln 1833, Tt has a new driveway
and a new roof. The house, which includes
an enclosed porch and a gas fireplace, is
offered furnished. The property is a hali-
acre and has a detached storage building,
Agent: Jocelyn Merritg, Garlock Realty,
(315) 482-5000; www.garlockrealty.com.

WHAT 5-bedroom housa
Haw muck 3274900

Butilt in 188D, this Queen Anne-siyle house
is almost 3,000 square fees and hus twa
modern bathroams and a contemparary
kitchen. There are origtnal details, includ-
ing a stained-gtass window and hand-
carved moldings. The fenced baekyard
has an above-ground peol. Agent: Lisa
Johnson, NMY Homes, (318 771-2371);
www.nnyhotes.com.
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